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The coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis continues in 2021 to have profound implications for human lives, 

entrepreneurial ventures and societies across the globe, giving rise to new economic, social and political 

challenges. In the current turbulent era, in all economies, whether developed or emerging, and all firms 

– especially small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) – have been severely affected by the economic 

shock and the pandemic is estimated to have cost SMEs up to £126.6bn billion by March 2021 in the 

United Kingdom (UK) alone (Simply Business, March 2021). The pandemic has dramatically impacted 

the performance of SMEs by reducing the supply of private finance within the UK and globally and has, 

furthermore, exposed the vulnerability of SMEs globally, irrespective of their nation or subnational 

region. And yet, many SMEs have also ‘bounced back’ resiliently. Indeed, the response of private finance 

providers and the respective governments has differed, and the impacts of these measures have been 

glaringly different. Thus, the varied responses of SMEs, in adapting their business models and, most 

notably, their revenue models (including their capital structures) innovatively, has gained traction 

amongst policy makers and within the recent peer-reviewed literature. However, two underexplored 

and lucrative domains are: (a) the impact of the financial crunch felt by SMEs; and (b) their innovative 

and resilient coping strategies.  

Entrepreneurship remains a form of human agency to mediate any external shock, and thus it is a 

central tenet for economic security, growth and recovery – irrespective of the geographical context. To 

effect a positive change, during or after the shock, entrepreneurial finance remains an essential 

ingredient. The level of negative financial severity is dependent on the firms’ economic endowment; 

and resilience is the proxy that explains ‘unequal’ outcomes. Thus, the nexus between entrepreneurial 

activity, access to finance and firms’ ability to innovate to recover from a recession is dependent on 

firms’ financial resilience and the wider external private financial systems and environment.   

The financial environment and resilience are key conduits for private SME finance in both developed 

and emerging economies to mediate shocks, re-organize and innovate to find a more effective path to 

economic recovery to achieve a more ‘just economy’ post-turbulence era.  The primary aim of the book 

is to provide cutting-edge research that examines contemporary entrepreneurial issues emerging since 

the pandemic and to consider innovative approaches used to re-position SMEs, manage financial 

change, especially the role of the Fintech industry. The book targets both established and emergent 

researchers, as well as undergraduate and postgraduate students (as supplementary reading), policy-

makers and practitioners. The book aspires to be the “go to” text for policymakers, financial institutions, 

managers, and academics. 



Call for Chapters 

We are seeking contributions to the book on Entrepreneurial Financial Resilience and Financial 

Innovation in a Turbulent Era. A brief outline of the sections of the book and potential topics are listed 

below. Due to relatively tight deadlines, we anticipate that authors build on work in progress and data 

that has already been collected. We plan to include chapters authored by a mix of senior and junior 

scholars. We will invite various highly respected authors across the world, including institutions in 

Europe and the US, to complement the other perspectives. For the first step, we ask potential 

Contributors to supply a tentative title, an abstract of up to 500 words and a list of up to 6 key 

words/terms for their intended chapter. The abstract should include the objectives of the chapter, the 

methods used, and the potential findings and implications of your work for research and practice.  

The book will commence with Section A that will start with an introductory chapter that will clearly 

synthesize and provide the rationale for what follows. As such, it will summarize each chapter and 

provide future research directions. A separately commissioned policy context chapter on 

entrepreneurial finance and innovation will follow, and then there will be a review of studies of SMEs’ 

financial response to the pandemic, the impact on financial viability, and approaches used to innovate 

financially and mitigate negative impacts of the financial crisis and to re-position the SMEs to benefit 

from the new economic realities.    

The book will be divided into sections depending on the topics and themes that are submitted by 

contributors. The book will have common headings and a standard structure in each chapter, in order 

to assist readers to compare and contrast the different contexts and cross-cutting themes. Each chapter 

will conclude with an agenda for future research.   

This book will bring together a panel of distinguished authors in the field and will integrate not only 

geographical diversity, but also the various cross-cutting themes for commonality across the chapters. 

 

Please feel free to contact the editors below if you need any further information. 

Professor Javed G. Hussain  javed.hussain@bcu.ac.uk 
Dr Jonathan M. Scott   j.scott@waikato.ac.nz  
Dr Samuel Salia     samuel.salia@dmu.ac.uk 
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We anticipate the following timeline. NB: Please submit an abstract of 500 words to Dr Samuel Salia 

(samuel.salia@dmu.ac.uk) by 30 June 2021 as per the publishing schedule below: 

  

Date Publishing schedule  

30 June, 2021 Expressions of interest/Abstract submissions from participating 

authors 

15 July 2021 Formal invitation/submission guidelines to selected authors 

30 November 2021 Submission of draft chapters (between 5,000-7,000 words)  

& initial review process 

 31 January 2022 Completion of feedback to authors 

15 April 2022 Submission of revised chapters from authors (including necessary 

permissions for diagrams, etc). 

30 May 2022 Ongoing editing of chapters by editorial team. 

30 June 2022 Completion of Prelims, Introduction & Conclusions.   

15 July 2022 Submission of final manuscript to Edward Elgar:  

to be published as per EE’s schedule after this point. 
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